
Friends of Virginia Hart 
 
We have joined with other Wisconsin leaders to create an endowment to keep the 
Virginia Hart Special Recognition Award alive.  We hope you will join us. 
 
Virginia Hart was Wisconsin’s first woman cabinet member.  She also served as 
Secretary of the Department of Regulation and Licensing, Chairperson of the 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations, and Chairperson of the Labor 
and Industry Review Commission.  On March 24, 2007, Virginia Hart passed away 
at the age of 92. 
 
Upon her retirement from state service in 1983, friends and colleagues established a 
fund so that each year a woman in Wisconsin state service could be recognized for 
exemplary performance and contribution to the citizens of the state.  The Virginia 
Hart Special Recognition Award emphasis is on recognizing “unsung heroines” in 
state service, thus providing encouragement and recognition to all women in state 
government.  The award seeks to recognize women who share the following 
qualities: esteem from peers; acceptance of responsibility beyond the limits of the 
nominee’s job description; sustained, extraordinary achievement of assigned tasks; 
performance recognition from clients; community service; self-improvement; and 
overcoming obstacles to performance.  The recipient is recognized at an award 
ceremony with a plaque and cash award.  With the generous help of contributors, 
the fund has been able to sustain the program for 27 years.  Help us establish an 
endowment so the award will live on for years to come.  
 
We are asking you to make a tax-deductible donation.  By joining the Friends of 
Virginia Hart, you will help ensure her legacy continues and that women in 
Wisconsin State service are recognized for their contributions. 
 
Our goal is to raise $20,000 to sustain the Virginia Hart Special Recognition Award 
into perpetuity.  With your donation, we can make this happen. 
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  Other - I would like 
to make a tax deductible 
contribution to the 
Friends of Virginia Hart   

$__________ 

 
 

     Sponsorship Levels and Benefits (select one) 
 

  Friends of Virginia Hart 
      $100 to $499  
Your name will appear annually 
in the Virginia Hart Special 
Recognition Award event  
program. 

  Virginia Hart Gold Sponsor  
      $500 to $999 
Name or organization logo will 
appear annually in the Virginia Hart 
Special Recognition Awards event  
program.  

  Virginia Hart Platinum Sponsor 
      $1000 or more 
Name or organization logo will appear 
annually in the Virginia Hart Special 
Recognition Awards event program and 
recognized at the event reception.  

 
Name________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________ State___________ Zip____________ 
 
E-mail _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (______)_________________________________________ 
  
How would you like your name to appear in the Award Program? 
   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
  I am interested in hearing about women’s networking opportunities. 

 

 
 

Founders Circle 
Mayor Dave Cieslewicz Paulette Harder Eileen Mershart 
Jennifer Donnelly Celia Jackson Mary Louise Munts 
Sheehan Donoghue Ed Kehl Mary Panzer 
Roberta Gassman Christine Lidbury Hannah Rosenthal 
Henry Hart Governor Patrick Lucey Karen Timberlake 
Jesse & Nancy Hart Hernandez  

Please make checks payable to:  Wisconsin Women’s Network 
Return this card with your check to:  Friends of Virginia Hart c/o OSER 101 E. Wilson St. 
4th Floor, PO Box 7855, Madison, WI 53707-7855.  The fiscal agent for the Friends of 
Virginia Hart is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  Contributions are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  
 
For more information, please contact Jennifer Gebert, Office of State Employment 
Relations, at (608) 267-2155 or email Jennifer.Gebert@Wisconsin.gov.  


