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“You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough.”
-Mae West
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 Get Smart About Antibiotics Week
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The holidays bring times of celebration with family and friends.  After the festivities, we want everyone to get home safely.  There are a number of ways to make sure that your holidays do not end up in a crash or in jail as a result of impaired driving.  You can designate a sober driver before you celebrate, or you can call a friend or a taxicab.  Another option is to use the Drive Sober mobile app, available at this hyperlink http://www.zeroinwisconsin.gov/drivesober/, which can help people find a safe ride home.

The Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over – Winter Holidays national enforcement mobilization runs from December 15th to January 1st.  Law enforcement throughout Wisconsin and the nation will have extra patrols specifically dedicated to keeping our roadways safe.  The increased presence on the roadways is primarily intended to obtain voluntary compliance with OWI laws so that the public makes the right decision before getting behind the wheel impaired.  If a person decides to operate a motor vehicle while impaired, however, law enforcement officers will be ready to stop, test, and arrest them.

Between December 15th and January 1st, impaired driving has caused, on average, 308 crashes per year in the last five years in Wisconsin, resulting in nine deaths and 148 injuries.  Last year, eleven people were killed and 150 were injured in impaired driving crashes in Wisconsin during that time span.  There were 271 fatalities in alcohol- or drug-related crashes last year, which was 48.8% of all fatalities on Wisconsin roads.

There are now 33 high-visibility enforcement task forces in Wisconsin dedicated to working together at the same time in the same area educating the public about the dangers of impaired driving and enforcing OWI laws.  Through these highly visible enforcement efforts, improved decision making by drivers, and a variety of ways to get home safely, alcohol-related traffic fatalities have decreased by about 42% over the last ten years, and alcohol-related crashes are down 41% during that same time.

If celebrating with family and friends this holiday season, be sure that you drive sober and get home safely.  Let’s continue to work together to drive fatalities toward zero on Wisconsin roads.  A vision and a New Year’s resolution we can all live with.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]A special thank you to Randy Romanski and Team from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for composing the article.
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The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) provides some important reminders on keeping fire safety top of mind in the kitchen during this joyous but hectic time.  Fire safety is especially important when there’s a lot of activity and people at home.  Keeping yourself and your family safer from fire can be accomplished by following a few safety tips:
· Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on the food. 
· Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check on it frequently. 
· Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids should stay 3 feet away. 
· Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam or splash from vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause serious burns. 
· Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks or bags. 
· Keep knives out of the reach of children. 
· Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or mixer are not dangling off the counter within easy reach of a child. 
· Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children — up high in a locked cabinet. 
· Never leave children alone in room with a lit candle. 
· Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them by pushing the test button.









(Ctrl Click to Watch Short Video Clip)
Thanksgiving by the numbers
· In 2013, Thanksgiving Day (November 28) was the leading date for home cooking fires with 1,550, 230% above the average number of fires per day.
· Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires, followed by Christmas Day and Christmas Eve.
· Unattended cooking was by far the leading contributing factor in cooking fires and fire deaths.
· Cooking equipment is the leading cause of home structure fires and associated civilian injuries and was the third leading cause of home fire deaths.
Source: NFPA's Fire Analysis & Research Division

NFPA - Thanksgiving Fire Safety
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