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“Baseball is like driving, it’s the one who gets home safely that counts.”
-Tommy Lasorda
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Acclaimed filmmaker Werner Herzog created a documentary titled, “From One Second to the Next,” after AT&T, Verizon, Sprint and T-Mobile approached him to make a film about the risks of texting and driving.  Recited from the film, “Over 100,000 accidents a year involve drivers who are texting.  The numbers are climbing sharply.”  

The film chronicles the impact of four incidents in which texting and driving led to catastrophic injury or death. The first left a Milwaukee child, Xzavier, a paraplegic after he was hit by a driver who ran a stop sign. The second is about an Indiana man, Chandler, who rear-ended a horse-driven buggy and killed three members of an Amish family. The third profiles a brain-damaged Vermont woman, Debbie, hit while walking her dog. The film concludes with a Utah man, Reggie, whose distracted driving caused a chain reaction that left two men dead and a third severely injured.  To view the film CTRL click on the link provided below:


Documentary:  From One Second to the Next


AT&T also released the, “It Can Wait” campaign, urging people to put their phones away while driving.  The campaign encourages drivers to pledge that “no text message, email, website or video is worth the risk of endangering my life or the lives of others on the road.”  To view the “It Can Wait” campaign CTRL click on the logo provided above:


[bookmark: _GoBack]“Pledge to keep your eyes on the road, not on your phone.  It can wait.”
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Drunk driving killed 190 persons and injured another 2,872 on Wisconsin roads in 2015, which was 34.2% of all traffic fatalities and 6.9% of all injuries in traffic crashes.  The number of traffic crashes attributable to drunk driving last year in Wisconsin was 5,174, which was 4.3% of the total.  Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated is a deadly activity.  Law enforcement officers have time and again been witness to the agonizing tragedies of deaths in traffic crashes due to impaired driving.  Law enforcement agencies throughout the state have responded by increasing OWI enforcement activities.  Currently, there are 27 high-visibility enforcement task forces in Wisconsin dedicated to enforcing OWI laws and to educating the public about the harm caused by drinking and driving.  A high-visibility enforcement task force consists of multiple law enforcement agencies that coordinate their efforts at the same time and saturate a corridor or a defined area with patrols.  Increased OWI enforcement efforts, such as the efforts of high-visibility enforcement task forces, have been a driving force in the large decrease in OWI-related deaths, injuries, and crashes in this state over the past decade.  In 2005, drunk driving killed 330 persons and injured another 5,992 persons in 8,768 crashes on Wisconsin road.  Alcohol-related fatalities, injuries, and crashes have all been reduced by more than 40% over the last ten years.

The Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over national enforcement mobilization runs from August 19 through September 5.  During this period, law enforcement agencies around the country will increase the number of patrols that focus on cracking down on drunk driving.  Control click on this hyperlink (http://www.nhtsa.gov/drivesober/) for more information on the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over mobilization.

There are a number of ways for an intoxicated person to get a safe ride home, including planning ahead by designating a sober driver, calling a friend, or getting a taxi.  A free mobile app is available at this hyperlink (www.zeroinwisconsin.gov/drivesober) that can help an intoxicated person find a ride home no matter where they are in the state.  Depending on the location of the user, available alternatives may include taxi services, bus services, or designated driver services.  Designated driver services include Bar Buddies in some communities in Sauk County, as well as the Tavern League of Wisconsin’s SafeRide program.  If an establishment is a member of the Tavern League, an intoxicated person can ask the bartender for a safe ride home.

Do your part in reducing the number of motor vehicle crashes, deaths, and injuries caused by intoxicated drivers in Wisconsin by ensuring that you, your friends, and members of your family never drive while impaired and plan ahead to get a safe ride home.  Drive sober or get pulled over.

A special thank you to Randy Romanski and Team from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for composing the article.
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