Summer 2013


Back to School Safety



August is here so that must mean one thing; “Back to School” season is here!  We are all impacted directly and indirectly this time of year with “back to school” shopping, increase in traffic (bicycles and vehicles) near school zones, and increase in pedestrians.  

According to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, drivers and passengers of vehicles that are struck or strike a bus are most likely to be injured.  Additionally, 60% of school bus fatalities involve non-bus occupants.  In most cases, school bus crashes are the fault of the other driver due to distracted driving.

Keep your family, friends and neighbors safe by following these safety tips:

· Don’t pass a school bus that is stopped to load or unload children-IT’S Illegal 
· Slow Down!  Obey the speed limits in the school zone (15-20 mph).  Additionally children are unpredictable, have no concept of danger, and don’t always know the traffic laws.
· Stay OFF your cell phone! According to National Safety Council, 28% of all crashes involve cell phone use.
· Keep your children and grandchildren safe:
· Review walking safety rules

· Review safe use of bicycles

· Bus stop safety

· Coach children to never pick up something dropped near a bus; they should ask a bus driver or adult for assistance.  According to WI DOT one child per year is killed this way in Wisconsin.
· Don’t block crosswalks-puts pedestrians in a dangerous situation

· Be cautious driving near high schools; teenage drivers are inexperienced and probably texting!
Additional Resources:
http://www.nsc.org/safety_home/SafetyObservances/Documents/Back%20to%20School/Back%20to%20School%20Safety%20Checklist_2012.pdf
http://www.nsc.org/safety_home/SafetyObservances/Documents/Back%20to%20School/Traveling%20to%20School%20Safety.pdf
http://www.nsc.org/safety_home/SafetyObservances/Documents/Back%20to%20School/Back%20to%20School%20Safety%20Tips%20for%20Motorists.pdf
http://www.nsc.org/news_resources/Resources/Documents/Cell%20Phone%20Fact%20Sheet%2012-09PCIrevisions.pdf
All external hyperlinks are provided for your information and for the benefit of the general public. The Department of Administration does not testify to, sponsor, or endorse the accuracy of the information provided on externally linked pages.

